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Many Queens and Empresses require to be
imagined with crown on head and sceptre in hand
in order to explain their prestige and to make
us submit to their domination. Queen Alexandra
is not in this category. It is said by some of the
most observant of her friends that "she gives
the impression of that admiring surprise produced
by a woman surrounded by a distinctive halo.'1
This predominant " note " is, we may conclude,
instinctive, for we know from more than one
philosopher that u character " such as that which
I have endeavoured to indicate is the most direct
manifestation, although not the exact reflection,
of instinct.
Disillusionment is the common fate of
Sovereigns and peoples, and it came to Queen
Alexandra a few months after her marriage. The
question of " the Duchies " arose ; Denmark was
to lose Schleswig and Holstein and Austria and
Prussia were to gain them* The young Princess
was mortified at the cold-blooded attitude of the
English Press. She may well have thought,
remembering the enthusiasm with which she had
been greeted by the nation, that, for her sake,
the papers would have given their moral support
to Denmark as against the powerful allies. Had
the Poet Laureate's outburst:
Saxon and Norman and Dane are we,
But each all Dane in our welcfome of thee,"
any  real  meaning ?   Poor  Princess 1    She  had
no knowledge as yet of the jugglery of politics